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Report of Iirberrogationj No. 5675 ’ 16 Nkmaber 1945 

P/Vt HILGER, Aistav I/Oj Capt. Halle 

Rank: Counsellor of Embassy 

Unit: Foreign Office 

Captd: 19 May 194S« Sedzburg. r 

Teraoityr Believed reliable 


Report: Answer to Pariodio Intelligence Questionnalrej MIS Sep">0ot.l945« 

f 

Question USSR ^12: H^hat is the ccnteToplated size of the Red Ar%-. after 

demobilieationT To -nhat extent idll problems of 
absorption in civil economy hinder ti:a demobilisation? . I 
' . . : I 

Answer ^12: Most Inclusive calculations have been made for the strepgth of { 

the Red Army by the proper Geman jnilitary departments. P/W assumes liiat there 
has been no change in the statistics ksovn to 1st Lt. Ur. Zlnnemann« vdio was 
employed on the War Boonomy Staff. According to P/ST a Joiowledge, ho is a P/w. | 

. As far as P/w resmbers ihe number of men old enou^ to bear arms in I 
the USSR was estiioated^&out 29 million by the Germans. Of -ihese« | 

deducting those persons dained by industry and the government bufteaus, and 
also taking into consideration the number of casualties, there were about 12.5 1 
miUion still in the Red Atmy at the end. 

^ • ■ i 

According to certain information, the authenticity of tdiioh P/tT is 1 

not able to {rove, the"' Soviet government planned to have a peace time strength.' 
of 3 million inen in the Red Amy, meaning that about 9-10 million would I 

gradually be discharged. . | 

Ihe problem of absorbing these men into industry, which is a complete | 
state monopoly down to the scaliest and tiniest secticnj or is under the 
immediate suparvlslozi of the state, operating according to fixed plans deter* | 
mined by the goverznsianti is no problem at all In the US^. Besides, there has 
alwsya been such a great lack of laborln the USSR that nearly half of the in- J 
dustrial workers have been womett. During the war, the peroestage of wdiien j I 
in industry has risen to 80^ and more. la the Soviet Union even before the j , [ 
war women were employed in the regular work program with no consideration aa r~l 
to the type and heaviness of the work t> be done* During the war '^ey were I I (, 

employed in many places which had formerly been, predominately the ^here of j jl 

men, e.g. on the railroads and in transportation in general. After the war^ < (I 
the Soviet gpvemmsnt for biological reasons wUX pla.ce importance on repladng ; ij 
women perfoxming heavy, work by loen, thus turning them to a greater extent towards 
their natural function. The Soviet government is so certain of the Inex- I , 
haustible need of man-power by,^dustry in the USSR that, for the time being, ] .I i'i 

it does not oven consider releasing Gena an POTT’s who are able to work, ' ^LJ, 

' She plans of the Soviet government for rebuilding what was destroyer iff j. 
by the war and the further industrialization of the USSR are tremendous i 
are indications of this in Molotov's speedi of 6 ffovem'bar 1946, The oonfe^ wt^ J! . ^ 
of the new 5-year plan which the Soviet government Intends to start will 
more exact details about ohioh P/W toows nothing, as P/W does not have tl^j ^ 
necessary Soviet publications. , eai— 

«a jorl^ itk- ' c . 

rt. 1 - mem, aioh es aere mlU be ir^lla!kIlSSihei9 bee elmye been en .eiirel I 
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